The genetics of the corn .plant is perhaps better known than that of any other plant. This is the direct outcome of intensive studies that have been carried on at several institutions. Numerous characters which are considered as abnormal when isolated in a homozygous condition have been discovered. These so-called "abnormalities" when in a homozygous condition interfere with the normal growth and metabolism of the plant, although in the heterozygous condition the same "abnormalities" may be carried indefinitely without any apparent harmful effect. Many of the present practices in technical corn breeding are based on the belief that the elimination of the characters which when homozygous are deleterious to growth will result in increased yields. As a matter of fact, little is definitely known concerning the influence on yield of these deleterious characters when in a heterozygous condition. A few studies bearing on this question have been reported. Some of these are briefly reviewed below.
The purpose of the present paper is to give the results of an experiment to determine the influence of a certain defective endosperm character in a heterozygous condition on yield, height of plant, and number of nodes.
